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BYELECTION MEA CULPA

‘People have to see
what inspires me,
Liberal leader says

By GRAEME HAMILTON

MONTREAL « It was last Octo-
ber, in the thick of the federal
Liberal leadership race, and Bob
Rae had recently caused a stir
by being filmed skinny-dipping
on a CBC comedy show. Sté-
phane Dion, the eventual win-
ner, was not impressed. “I think
most people accept the privacy
of every human being, and I wiil
not show the colour of my under-
wear,” he said in an interview. “I
don’t think people are impressed
with that.”

Eleven months and one
byelection debacle later, Mr.
Dion has concluded that ideas
are not enough and, in a remark-
able mea culpa, has promised to
bare more of his soul, if not his
boxers. Responding to Monday’s
three federal byelections in Que-
bec, Mr. Dion accepted full blame
for the Liberal shutout, includ-
ing the loss of former stronghold
Outremont. The fault, he said, lay
in his reluctance to show Que-
becers the real Stéphane Dion.

“Up to now, [ have been a lead-
er like I was a minister. I respond-
ed to files.... If you want to talk to
me about water policy, let’s talk
about it he said after a speech in
Montreal yesterday. “People have
to see what inspires me, because
they want to know me. That’s
normal. You want to know the
prime minister a lot more than
you know the ministers, because
the prime minister has respon-
sibilities and an important im-
pact on our daily lives, and I have
not really played that role. Now I
am going to play it more often.”

A night earlier, Mr. Dion had
gone on the main Radio-Canada
television newscast to deliver a
similar message to Quebecers. .

See LIBERALS on Page A4 :
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“The principal mistake is that

[ hesitated to put myself at the .

forefront,” he said.

As aresult, he said, the public -

in Quebec has come to believe

in a caricature of Mr. Dion as :

being anti-Quebec. “If people
think, for example, that I don’t -

recognize the Quebec identity, ,
I was the first to talk about the !

Quebec nation,” he said.

Mr. Dion boasted that Prime
Minster Stephen Harper’s office -
had called him to consult on the -
wording of the motion passed ..
by Parliament last year to recog- |

nize the Québécois nation.

There is little doubt that the .
challenge facing Mr. Dion is im- .
mense, In yesterday's La Presse,
Hervé Rivet, who was director- -
general of the Liberals’ Quebec *

wing until he quit in February,

tore into Mr. Dion under the.
headline, “Wake up! More than

ever, the Liberals under Sté-

phane Dion seem disconnected.

from Quebec political reality.”

Mr. Rivet accuses the Dion
Liberals of “firmly entrenching

themselves in their obsolete pos-
itions” rather than proposing a

project to strengthen the Quebec

identity within Canada.

Next to Mr. Rivet’s essay, as if
to rub salt in Mr. Dion’s wounds,

columnist Lysiane Gagnon wrote
about Mr. Dion under the head-
line, “The problem is the leader,”

saying he does not seem to have
the charisma or political instincts

necessary to lead a major party.
Even as Mr. Dion professed

yesterday to be turning over:

a new leaf, it was clear he was
more at ease delivering a speech

on foreign policy than talking

about himself,

The speech attacked Mr. Harp- «
er’s handling of the Afghanistan-’
mission. He called it “the most:’
appalling example among a ser- -
jes of foreign policy blunders”
Mr. Harper “wrested consent’
from the House of Commons” "
t0 extend the combat mission in :
Kandahar to February, 2009, Mz. .

Dion said. In May, 2006, Parlia-

ment voted 149-145 to extend the
mission, initially scheduled to”

end this year.

“He managed to do so follow-
ing a debate that lasted a mere :
six hours, and by threatening the -
opposition parties with a snap’

‘TWASNEVER VERY
OPENTO THAT’

election if they refused to agree:

pure blackmail.”

Asked how, concretely, he.

planned to change his image, Mr:
Dion said it would be by talking

more about himself and reveal-

ing his human side.

It is not enough to master his

files for news interviews; he will |

also have to be entertaining on

popular Quebec variety shows, -
he told Radio-Canada. “I was.

never very open to that, but now
Ihave to be,” he said.
Still, anyone expecting a stra~

tegically blurred shot of Mr.

Dion’s bare backside jumping
into a Laurentian lake to show

up on television will likely be.
disappointed. In the interview |
last October, when Mr. Dion was
asked to discuss his fun side, this -
is what he came up with: “T'am
a lover of nature. Ilove to be in-
our woods, in our lakes, to walk, -
to cross-country ski.” Nothing:

about skinny-dipping.
National Post

ghamillon@nationalpost.com -

Stéphane Dion is under fire
over Liberal losses in Quebec.
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Dion se vide le coeur et attaque
la politique éetrangere de Harper

[Raymond Gireux |

rgiroux@lesoleil.com

OTTAWA — Au lendemain du ,
constat que les Québéeois ne Ce n'est pas tout. Le chof duPLC, «Liexemple le plus affligeant de ce «Une explieation plus profonde |
connaissaient pas le vrai Stépha- apparemme{lt 1mpertu‘rbable dg— cortege d’erreurs du gouvernement me parait éire la parenté idéolo- '
ne Dion et qu'il avait tout intérét vant les caméras 'é la sultg dela fle- Harper en politique étrangeére est gique entre le gouvernement Har- |
a jouer alivre ouvert avec eux, le route de son partiaux trois partiel-  bicn siir sa conduite de lamission ' per et Padministration Bush, ex-
chef libéral a laneé une attaque a les de lundi, a insisté sur «l'ama- | en Afghanistan» , a-t-il lanct. plique M. Dion. M. Harper impose
teurisme et linefficacité» des «Le premier ministre a arraché 2~ au Canada une politique étrange- |
strangere de Stephen Harper. conservateurs au pouvojr. la Chambre des communes un | re inspirée de la droite américai- |
Loin de jouer le. cbté perso Le_s e)gemples ont f}lse :Ottawa,  consentement pour le p_rol.onge- ne qui sert mal les intéréts de no- |
q'il avait annoncé dans cetle dit-il, « 1nsg1te la Chlr}e et absout  ment de\deux ans de la mission de tre pays. »
premiére intervention publique \ la Colombie sans faire aucune-  combat aKa.ndahar?, a-t-il ajouté. . Le chef du PLC a réitéré sa vo- |
québécoise de la semaine, | ment avancer la cause des droits «[1T'a obtenu apres un débatde  lonté de transformer le réle de la |
M. Dion a persisté, signé, ot livré J do_la personne (et) négocie Ara- | seulement si{( heures, et en mena-  mission canadienne en Afghanis-
un discours de fond sur lo rélo in- bfus une entente sur le bois  cantles partis d’opposition d'une tan aprés février 2009. « Aprés
ternational du Canada. ] / d euvre, dangereux précédent  €lection précipitéeencasderefus  {1is années de mission de eom-
Désapprobation et inquiétude | 9Uinepeut quencourager lepro-  de leur part. Un pur chantage» 2y, 3 Kandahar, il est normal que
n'étaient que les deux mots les ( tectionnisme américain », t-il dit, sans rappeler toutefois qu’il d’autres pays prennent la reléve
Cette longue litanie de critiques ~ a récemment déploré le vote des | pour les missions de combat», |

82;5{ qglgoi‘“szgn(;gst(i};g%%?g (ll; | §’étqnd n\otam_men@ 4 laide & 24 libéraux qui ont appuy¢ M. Har- J a-i-il dit.
ternationales de Montréal, hier. : 1 Afrlflue, a la 51t’uat10n en Iran, .‘_f], per en mai 2006. . Ce choix ne se traduira pas par
Selon le texte officiel distribu¢ | 12 détention d'Omar Khadr &  «Commentexpliquer quelapo-  ype fuite. «Un gouvernement li-
par son bureau, «cetie politique | Guantanamo et aux achats d’ar-  litique etranggre d1.1 gouverne- . péra] honorera les engagements ({
est & la fois rigide, simpliste et.in- | mes sans appel d’offres. mqnt Har,pe‘r al!: e}trtemt un tel de- | que le Canada a pris envers le
" compétente. Elle nuit Anotre répu- | p ECHES AFGHANES ng %(}e medl_ocr,l.te. » demande-t-  peyple et le gouvernement af- |
tation dans le monde, ainsi qu’a la . i i . il. Réponse: «Liincompétence ne  ghay y compris eeux pris en ma-
possibilité pour nous d’y jouer un M. D fon aréservé ses flechesles  saurait en étre la seule cause. » tisre d’éducation, de santé et de !
+ plus acérées au dossier afghan. gouvernance », a assuré M. Dion.

role positif et A’y protéger nos inté- |
réts légitimes» , a dit M. Dion. |
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STEPHANE DION FAIT SON MEA-CULPA
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« Je dois me battre contre
une caricature de moi-méme »

ALEXANDRE SIROIS

P

Trois jours aprés la déconfiture

des libéraux lors d’€élections
complémentaires au Québec,
Stéphane Dion est remonté au
front hier . Il a critiqué a la fois la
politique étrangere «médiocre»
du Parti conservateur et... sa
propre performance en tant que
chef de parti.

«Je dois me battre contre une
caricature de moi-méme», a
déploré le chef du Parti libéral. 11
a du méme souffle dit prendre le
blame pour les pieétres résultats
de sa formation politique lors des
élections.

« Au-dela de la stratégie, c’est
une question de personnalité.
Je suis une personne plutdt dis-
créte, j'aime parler des choses et

-~ pas forcément de moi», a expli-
“qué M. Dion aux journalistes en

maige de son discours devant le
Conseil des relations internatio-
nales de Montréal.

Le leader libéral a dlt s’étre
récemment rendu compte que les
électeurs le connaissent peu ou

l’avant, mais ¢a ne suffit pas. Il
faut aussi voir I’ame, la personne
qui est animée derriere ca», a-t-
il dit.

La veille, Dion avait pris pour
la premiere fois la responsabilité
de Véchec de son parti aux urnes.
En entrevue a Radio-Canada, le

Le leader libéral a dit s'étre récemment rendu

compte que les électeurs le connaissent peu ou mal.

mal. I1 estime souffrir d’un pro-
bleme de perception.

«I] faut vraiment que je m’at-
taque a ¢a si je veux pouvoir
aider davantage mon parti. Je
crois qu’on fait énormément de
travail sur un grand nombre
de politiques qu’on a mises de

teint pale et ’air contrit, il avait
admis ne pas avoir su «faire pas-
ser le message ».

Hier, il avait retrouvé son
tonus. Et s’il a fait son mea-culpa
en conférence de presse, il a
néanmoins vigoureusement criti-
qué le gouvernement de Stephen

Harper lors de son allocution,
qui portait sur la politique étran-
gere canadienne.

Celle du gouvernement Harper
est a la fois «rigide, simpliste
et incompétente», a affirmé M.
Dion. Il a mis 'accent sur la ges-
tion du dossier de I’Afghanistan,
marquée selon lui par un «cor-
tege d’erreurs ».

Il a notamment accusé M.
Harper d’avoir «cultivé le flou»
quant a la durée de la mission
a Xandahar. Ou d’avoir dit

~«que nos alliés de 'OTAN ont

été informés de la décision du
gouvernement» a ce sujet, tout
en affirmant qu’aucune déci-
sion n’a été prise.«1l est tou-
jours ennuyeux qu’un politicien
change continuellement d’avis.
Mais lorsque des vies sont
en cause, c’est inexcusa-
ble », a-t-il lancé.

Il a répété que la «mis-
sion de combat» du Canada
en Afghanistan doit se ter-
miner en 2009. Mais il ne dit pas
non a une présence de l'armée
canadienne en Afghanistan par
la suite, si nos militaires jouent
un nouveau réle.

M.Dionaégalement, unefoisde
plus, reproché aux conservateurs
de prendre les Etats-Unis comme

—_

IHB TR

«modele ». Particulierement en
ce qQui concerne la mission en
Afghanistan.

Acte d’humilite

Les attaques de M. Dion contre
ses rivaux ainsi que sa remise
en question devront vraisembla-
blement donner des résultats sur
le terrain sous peu. Car certains
libéraux commencent a piaffer
d’impatience.

Y compris l'ancien directeur
général du parti au Québec,
Hervé Rivet. Ce dernier, dans une
lettre publiée dans nos pages, a
accusé hier les troupes de M.
Dion d’étre déconnectées de la
réalité politique québécoise.

Or, pour Denis Coderre, le
mea-culpa de Stéphane Dion est
«un acte d’humilité» qui mon-
tre que le parti est sur la bonne
voie. Un geste qui «va avoir un
impact sur la capacité d’atteindre
les gens ».

«Je ne dis pas que c’est le
Klondike, a précisé le bouillant
député de Bourassa. A. chaque
jour suffit sa peine. Il y a un
travail de fond a faire. Mais je
pense que le geste qui a été posé
était important, est essentiel,

était nécessaire. Et puis c’est de
bon augure. »
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Dion assails Tories
on foreign aftairs policy

NATASHA AIMEE HALL
SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

Liberal leader Stéphane Dion lit
into the Harper government’s
foreign policy during a speech in
Montreal yesterday, zeroing inon
the Afghanistan mission, which
he called an “appalling example
of aforeign policy blunder.”

Addressing the Montreal Coun-
¢il on Foreign Relations, Dion
outlined what a Liberal govern-
ment’s foreign policy would be -
policies he described as being “in
favour of peace, open economy
and multilateralism,” but his fo-
cus remained intently on the
Conservatives’ failings.

“There are many ways I would
like to see Canada pick up where
it left off before our foreign poli-
cy went astray under the Harper
government,” Dion said.
Describing the government’s ap-
proach as “rigid, simplistic and
incompetent,” Dion drew com-
parisons between Prime Minis-
ter Stephenh Harper and U.S.
President George W. Bush on
issues such as the environment,
Iraq and Afghanistan.

“Mr. Harper has given Canada
a foreign policy that draws its in-
spiration from the American
right, a foreign policy that does
little to advance Canada’s inter-
ests,” Dion said.

Dion listed the Arctic, softwood
lumber and the withdrawal of
Canadian troops from

Afghanistan as issues the Tories

should pay closer attention to.

“The United States is Canada’s -

ally, but not necessarily a model
to mimic,” Dion said. “That is-a
distinction that the Harper gov-
ernment doesn’t understand.”

As questions swirl about
Dion’s leadership of the Liberal
party following three by-election
losses Monday, including the
long-time Liberal riding of
Outremont, Dion struggled to
convey amessage of solidarity

“I have to make sure people
know the real Stéphane Dion.”

Asked how he intends to do
that, Dion responded: “Like this.
Doing this more, talking to you
like I am doing today.”

Dion must change policies to ap-
peal to Quebec: Legault, Page A18
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Le jeudi 20 septembre 2007
Dion fait son mea culpa

Agrandir

Stéphane Dion
Photo PC

Lia Lévesque
La Presse Canadienne
Montréal

Le chef libéral Stéphane Dion s'attribue la responsabilité du
piétre résultat de son parti aux derniéeres élections
complémentaires du 17 septembre et pointe du doigt, en
partie, son éternel probléme d'image.

«Le chef doit prendre la responsabilité.
C'est sUr que le parti a été amoché par les
problémes qu'on a eus et qui se sont
reflétés par la débéacle de 2006 au Québec.
Depuis dix mois, j'essaie de relancer la
chose. Ce qu'on voit d'intéressant sur le



terrain, c'est que les gens nous respectent maintenant. Ce n'est plus
I'agressivité de 2006. Il y a beaucoup de respect, de I'écoute; pas
encore de l'appui. Dongc, il y a une étape additionnelle qu'on doit
encore franchir», a commenté jeudi M. Dion.

Le chef de I'Opposition officielle & la Chambre des communes a fait
ces commentaires lors d'une rencontre avec la presse, apres qu'il eut
prononcé une allocution sur la politique étrangere devant le Conseil
des relations internationales de Montréal (CORIM).

Il y a prononcé un discours a saveur hautement partisane pour ce
genre de tribune, critiquant vertement le gouvernement de Stephen
Harper.

Venu parler de la politique étrangére du Canada, M. Dion a vilipendé
le gouvernement conservateur, qualifiant sa politique étrangere de
médiocre, rigide, simpliste, incompétente et marquée par
I'amateurisme.

M. Dion a reproché au gouvernement conservateur d'avoir négocié a rabais une entente sur le bois d'oeuvre avec les
Ameéricains, d'étre indifférent au sort de I'Afrique et d'avoir engagé 30 milliards $ de dépenses en achats militaires
pour des équipements qui n'étaient pas toujours nécessaires.

Copyright © 2000-2007 Cyberpresse Inc., une filiale de Gesca. Tous droits réservés.



Dion blasts Harper's foreign policy 'blunders'

The Canadian Press

Stéphane Dion is blasting the Conservative government's foreign policy as mediocre, rigid, simplistic, amateurish,
ineffective and incompetent.

The Liberal leader unleashed the string of epithets in Montreal Thursday in a speech outlining his alternative approach to
foreign affairs.

Dion was most critical of the Tory government's handling of Canada's combat
mission in Afghanistan, calling it "the most appalling example among a series of
foreign policy blunders.”

He accused Prime Minister Stephen Harper of slavishly following the U.S. lead on
foreign policy — abandoning the Kyoto accord to reduce greenhouse gases,
increasing defence spending and ignoring human rights violations.

"Mr. Harper has given Canada a foreign policy that draws its inspiration from the
American right, a foreign policy that does little to advance Canadian interests,” he
said.

By contrast, Dion said a Liberal government would return to a more multilateral
approach.

"There are many ways | would like to see Canada pick up where it left off before

our foreign policy went astray under the Harper government.” speaks in Montreal on Thursday.
(Ryan Remiorz/Canadian Press)

Among other things, he said a Liberal government would champion global efforts to
combat climate change and promote human rights. It would also seek a worldwide ban on cluster bombs, in the same way
that Canada led the charge to ban landmines under Jean Chrétien's Liberal regime.

Dion said he would also attempt to make Canada the world's best "fresh-water managers," preserving a precious resource
at home while helping to prevent the rapid depletion of water reserves elsewhere in the world.

Afghanistan approach 'inexcusable,' says Dion

He said the government has bungled the issue of Afghan detainees, proved incapable of administering Canadian aid in the
country, and sent a series of confusing signals on when the combat mission will end.

"It's always worrisome when a politician constantly flip-flops, but when peoples' lives are at stake, it's inexcusable.”

Dion said a Liberal regime would give Canada's NATO allies immediate notice that the mission will end in February 2009.
Dion also chided Harper for refusing to intervene in the case of Omar Khadr, the lone Canadian being held at the
controversial U.S. detention centre in Guantanamo. Khadr, who is accused of fighting alongside al-Qaeda militants and

killing a U.S. army medic, was captured by American troops in Afghanistan six years ago when he was only 15.

Dion reiterated the Liberal contention that Canada should pressure the Americans to ensure Khadr receives due process in
a civilian court.

© The Canadian Press, 2007
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Khadr should be tried on American soil: Dion

CBC News
Liberal Leader Stéphane Dion is calling on the federal government to intervene in the case of Omar Khadr.

Khadr, 21, is a Canadian citizen and the only remaining Westerner detained at the U.S. military prison at Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba.

"It's a matter of rights,"” Dion said after meeting with Khadr's lawyers Wednesday in Toronto, where Khadr's family lives.

"When you have the last Western citizen in Guantanamo and the government is not intervening, then you have the question
in our mind: why the other countries did and not Canada,” Dion said.

Khadr should be tried in a civilian court in the United States, said Dion.

"If it's not something that the U.S. authorities are willing to accept, then we will ask for the repatriation of this citizen," he
said.

High-profile politicians, human rights groups such as Amnesty International and Khadr's lawyers have called on Canada to
speak out on his treatment and to allow him to return home to face due process on Canadian soil.

His lawyers are on a cross-country tour this week urging the Canadian government to take action to secure his release from
Guantanamo.

Lt.-Cmdr. William Kuebler, one of Khadr's American military lawyers, said if his client is to receive a "just result™ it will
be because of political pressure from Canada.

The Canadian government last publicly raised concerns about Khadr's transfer to Guantanamo shortly after his arrest in
2002, asking the U.S. government not to send him to the base.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper and former foreign affairs minister Peter MacKay have steadfastly expressed confidence in
the U.S. government's ability to give Khadr a fair trial.

Other Western governments, however, have already secured the release of their citizens from the American detention
centre.

David Hicks was returned to Australia to serve the remainder of his sentence, after spending five years at the facility.

Nations such as Denmark, France, Germany and Spain have also secured the release of their citizens, while the U.K. has
gone as far as winning the release from Guantanamo of non-citizen permanent residents.

"It's ridiculous at this point to say that the Canadian government is content from assurances of the United States that Omar
IS being treated fairly,” said Kuebler.

Khadr was 15 when he was captured in 2002 after surviving bombings and bullets in a firefight with U.S. forces at a
suspected al-Qaeda compound in Afghanistan.

He is accused of murdering a U.S. soldier by allegedly throwing a grenade.

After spending the past five years in detention at Guantanamo Bay, Khadr is currently in proceedings before a U.S.
Military Commission and its appellate tribunal.

His father, Ahmed Said Khadr, has been linked to Osama bin Laden and was a reputed financier of al-Qaeda operations.
He was killed in October 2003 by Pakistani forces.





