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Japan thriving: ambassador 
Japan's economy is reboundmg, 
thanks in large measure to a 
"high level of research and de­
velopment" that was maintained 
during a very long economic 
downturn, Japan's ambassador 
to Canada said yesterda~ 

Call it a recession or a depres­
sion, the more than decade-long 
downturn that beset Japan dur­
ingthe 1990s was one of countrY's 
most difficult eras, Tsuneo Nishi­
da told the Montreal Council on 
Foreign Relations luncheon. 

But the world's second-largest 
economy is now thriving, the 
gathering "heard. In the first 
quarter of 2008, Japan's adjusted 
gross domestic product growth 
rate was "an impressive 3.3 per 
cent," Nishida said. 

And the economy is growing 

"in an environmentally-friendly 
manner," said Nishida, pointing 
to 2005 International Energy 
Agency statistics that indicate 
Japan emits less than half of the 
'carbon-dioxide emissions p~r 

tUlit of GDP than does the U.S. or 
Canada, while its emissions are 
one-eleventh of those produced 
in China per unit of GDP 

This year marks the 80th an­
niversary of Canada~Japanrela­
tions, said Nishida, notingthe link . 
between Japan and Quebec has 
historical significance. Quebec ' 
was the first Canadianprovince to 
establish a government office in 
Japan, in 1973, l1e said. 

Japan remains Canada's third­
largest tradingpartner and is Que­
bec's most significant Asian trad­
ingpartnel; the11ll1Gheonheard. 
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Japan's economy is rebounding, thanks in large measure to a ''high level of research and 
development'' that was maintained during a very long economic downturn, Japan's 
ambassador to Canada said yesterday. 

Call it a recession or a depression, the more than decade-long downturn that beset Japan 
during the 1990s was one of country's most difficult eras, Tsuneo Nishida told the Montreal 
Council on Foreign Relations luncheon. 

But the world's second-largest economy is now thriving, the gathering heard. In the first 
quarter of 2008, Japan's adjusted gross domestic product growth rate was ''an impressive 
3.3 per cent,'' Nishida said. 

And the economy is growing ''in an environmentally-friendly manner,'' said Nishida, 
pointing to 2005 International Energy Agency statistics that indicate Japan emits less than 
half of the carbon-dioxide emissions per unit of GDP than does the U.S. or Canada, while its 
emissions are one-eleventh of those produced in China per unit of GDP. 

This year marks the 80th anniversary of Canada-Japan relations, said Nishida, noting the 
link between Japan and Quebec has historical significance. Quebec was the first Canadian 
province to establish a government office in Japan, in 1973, he said. 

Japan remains Canada's third- largest trading partner and is Quebec's most significant 
Asian trading partner, the luncheon heard. 
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about $809 million in goods to 
China, it exported about $1.2 btl: 
lion to Japan, 'according to a re­
cent speech by Japan's ambas­
sador to the Montreal COWlcil on 
Foreign~Relations.Bilateral di­
rect investment between Canada 
and Japan was more than $16 bil.. 
lion in 2006. , 

More than 600 Quebec firms 
are active. in Japan, while abQut 
100 Japan~se companies have op­
erations ill Quebec; generating 
more than 1,000 jobs in the 
pro,vine,e,: Ethier said. Every­
thing from Quebec pork bellies 
(Olymel Inc.) to regional jets 

Jnking 
lependent not-for-profit group based in Switzerland, measured the extent 
lality with men in five critical areas. I 

Economic Economic Political Educational Health and 
participation opportunity empowerment attainme':lt well-being 

13 2 3 6 9 

7 27 11 12 14 
20 28 6 34 10 
31 9 14 31 17 
19 46 19 8 42 
33 52 54 26 3 
51 49 48 41 11 
47 45 41 44 51 
,vith 7 representing'maximum gender equality 
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~entative in Japan, says the jurisdictions can learn from each other. 
I 

~ound may/bridge cultures 

A female cabinet minister rat­
tled Japan's citizenry at the be­
ginning of the year when she 
told parliament that Japan could 
no longer be c9nsidered a "first­
class" economy: 

Speaking these words just as 
Japan had begun to feel that its 
long economic slump was over, 
Hiroka Ota, the minister in 
charge of economic and fiscal 
polic~ pointed out that the coun­
try's gross domestic product per 
capita had dropped in 2006 to 
18th place among the top 30 in­
dustrialized nations. In 1993, 
Japan had ranked No.2, 

"Thinking about Japan's eco- , 
nomic position in five to 10 years . 
amid great changes in'the world 
econom:y, I think it is imperative 
for us to implement reforms to 
boost growth," Ota told parlia­
ment in Janua.tjT. 

Some analysts see the closing 
of the gender gap as one reform 
that would boost Japan's GDP 
and help offset an anticipated 
labour shortage. 

Closing the gap between male 
and female employment would 
boost Japan's GDP by 16 per cent, 
according to a research report by 
Kevin Dal~ a Goldman Sachs 
economist based in London. Re­
ducing gender inequality could 
also playa key role in offsetting 
Japan's dual problems of an ag­
ing population and pension sus­
tainability; he said. 

But at least one senior st~tes­
man argues that Japan has noth­

, ing to learn from the West, espe­
cially about family matters and 
the role of women. 

Japanese housewives enjoy an
 
enviable lifestyle in which they
 
are able to participate in "more
 
hmnane contact" with their chil­

dren and other family members,
 
Tsuneo Nishida, Japan's ambas­

sador to Canada, said in a recent
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Gender bias linked
 
to Japarrs GDP
 
LABOUR SHORTAGE ANTICIPATED
 

Japanese women choose to stay home l
 

ambas.sador to Canada contends 
LYNN MOORE
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(Bombardier Aerospace) to 
soybeans and maple sYnlP make 
their way to Japan. 

Cultural icons also make the 
trip of about 13,000 kilometres. ;, 
Cirque du Solei! is to open a new 
p~rmanent show, Zed, at Tokyo 
Disney Resort on Oct. I. Celine 
Dion and Bryan Adams top' the 
list of revered Canadian pop and 
jazz stars. 

And in their first multi-con­
cert international tour, Kent 
Nagano and Montreal Sympho~ 

ny Orchestra visited Japan and 
Korea in April. 
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interview 
"They are choosing the house­

hold life because they like it .__ 
even though they are highly edu­
cated, even though they have op­
tions," Nishidasaid. 

A key-reason North American 
and European women work out­
side the home is because one in­
come can not maintain the 
household, he contends. They 
have to work. In North America, 
this has contributed,to social 
probl~ms because working par­
ents don't have enough time or 
energyfor their children, he said. 

Just as Canada is proud of its 
. diversity; Japan is proud of "a to­
tally unique culture" which in­
cludes a reverence for goddesses 
and harmony and high levels of 
physical securi~ 

"Japan is still one of the safest 
countries in the world. Tokyo is 
safer than Montreal," said Nishi­
da, adding that if public security 
were. translated into economic 
terms, itwould boostJapan's GDl? 

Like their counterpart world­
wide, Japan's companies and 
government offices are under 
pressure to do more with less, a 
factor that has to be taken into 
consideration when hiring. That 
applies to embassy staff: he said. 

In the Muslim world, he point­
ed out, women and men are not 
equal. "This is a reality that can 
not be changed by Japan." 

But it must be taken into ac­
count when hiring for foreign 
postings where contact with the 
Muslim world is possible. As a 
consequence, if he could only 
hire two or three people for those 
postings, "I would prefer men." 

While Nishida's son has fol­
lowed in his father's footsteps, 
'~ntering the diplomatic'service, 
it's not something he is encour­
aging his daughter to do. He did­
n't specify what career, if an~ 

he'd choose for her: 
"She has 100 per cent freedom. 

She has options," Nishida said. 

WOMEN Canadian shocked 


